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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Documents relating to the above-identified application are submitted herewith. 
These documents are intended for the Examiner's information and for citation with the 
instant case. This submission does not constitute either a representation that a 
thorough search has been made or an admission that the documents cited herein are 
properly citable against the above-captioned patent application. Any comments 
accompanying the document are not intended to take the place of the Examiner's 
independent consideration of each document. An attached PTO Form 1449 lists all the 
documents. 

References: 

Partial European Search Report No. EP 01 30 9597. dated 10 Feb. 2003. / dp. 



EP 1 208 835 A3 (Pham et al.) 

FR 2 787 322 A (Segura et al.) - with abstract 

JP 59 209635 (Ajinomoto, KK) - with abstract 



J6655(C) 



US 5,209,925 (Lindauer et al.) 
US 6,033,680 (Dixon et al.) 

Database Derwent WPI Acct. no. 1985-014615/198503 



No additional fee is required because the information is submitted prior to Final 
Rejection or Notice of Allowance and information is subject to the following statement: 
I hereby state that each item of information contained in the accompanying Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. (37 CFR 1.97(c)(1)) 
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